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In the good olden days, the city of Srinagar in Kashmir
was flourishing with pomp and prosperity. This city was
ruled by a king belonging to the Chandra race by name
Yamadwaja. He had two wives of unparalleled beauty
named Satyavati and Kanthimati. He had a son   named
Padmasena through his first wife Satyavati. That boy was
not only dignified but also valorous. The son of his second
wife Hemaprabhu was surpassingly handsome. The king
who was enamoured of his second wife never failed to fulfil
her wishes. He was prepared to do anything to satisfy her.
He placed the kingdom with all its forts and treasures at
the disposal of his second son Hemaprabhu. His first wife
and eldest son were reduced to the position of slaves. They
had to be at the beck and call of the younger prince and his
mother. Satyavati was content to be in the presence of her
husband. In course of time, Hemaprabhu was scheming to
imprison his elder brother. Sensing this the king's purohit
called Satyamitra approached Yamadwaja and told him, "O
great king, you are well-versed in dharma. I am pained at
the recent developments and have come here to counsel
you. Being fond of your second wife you have discarded
your first son, Padmasena who is endowed with the noble
qualities of truth and contentment. He is righteous,
well-versed in the laws governing the kingdom. Instead of
bestowing the governance of the kingdom on your virtuous
son following the traditions of rulers, you have made the
second son wield all powers. Your action is fraught with
grave danger.
"As your well wisher I would advise you to follow
one of the three courses mentioned below:
1.    You must entrust the entire charge of the country to
the care of your first son;
2.    Divide the kingdom into two halves and distribute
it between your sons equitably.